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Choerades steinbergi Richter is for the first time recorded from Tajikistan. 


V.A. Richter, Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences, Universitetskaya nab. 1, 


St. Petersburg 199034, Russia. 


Choerades steinbergi Richter, 1964 


Material. Tajikistan: 1 o% and 1 specimen with dam- 
aged abdomen, lower reaches of Vakhsh River, ““Tigrovaya 
Balka” Nature Reserve, 20.V.1987 (A.V. Kompantsev). 


Note. This robber fly species was described 
(Richter, 1964) from Kazakhstan [Kzyl-Orda and 
Chimkent (now South Kazakhstan) Provinces], 
where it was collected in forests of river valleys 
(tugai). Lehr (1977) recorded Ch. steinbergi from 
Alma-Ata Province, where it was collected only 
in relic Fraxinus forests in Sharyn River valley, 
and Dzhambul Province, in flood plain forests and 
Haloxylon desert woodlands in northern Muyun- 
kum sands. Lehr (1991) noted that this species 
inhabits river valleys in South Kazakhstan. The 
finding of Ch. steinbergi in “Tigrovaya Balka” 
Nature Reserve is the first record of this species 
from Tajikistan. 


Acknowledgements 


The work was supported by the Russian Foundation for 
Basic Research (grant 05-0448285), Ministry of Education 


and Science of the Russian Federation (NSH-4686.2006.4), 
Programme of Presidium of Russian Academy of Sciences 
“Scientific fundamentals of biodiversity conservation in 
Russia” and Programme of Department of Biological 
Sciences of Russian Academy of Sciences “Biological 
resources of Russia”. The scientific collection of Zoologi- 
cal Institute, St. Petersburg, is supported by Rosnauka for 
UFC no. 2-2.20. 


References 


Lehr, P.A. 1977. Robber flies of subfamilies Atomosinae 
and Laphriinae (Diptera, Asilidae) in Middle Asia 
and Kazakhstan. Entomol. Obozr., 66(4): 888-898. 
(In Russian). 

Lehr, P.A. 1991. Revision of robber flies of the genus 
Choerades Walker, 1851, and notes on the structure of 
the subfamily Laphriinae (Diptera, Asilidae). Entomol. 
Obozr., 70(3): 694-715. (In Russian). 

Richter, V.A. 1964. New species of Diptera from Ka- 
zakhstan. Trudy Zool. Inst. Akad. Nauk SSSR, 34: 
286-290. (In Russian). 


Received 31 August 2007 


